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 What is it?
Rapid recall of number facts

Number bonds to 10, 20, 100, 1000 and 1 (decimals)

12x12 times tables – multiplication and division facts 

 Why is it important?
‘The ability to calculate ‘in your head’ is an important 
part of mathematics and an important part of coping 
with society’s demands and managing everyday events.’ 

(National Numeracy Strategy, 2010)



 New, whole-school reward system

 All pupils have been baselined and have a personalised mental 

arithmetic objective 

 Children must ‘pass’ three grades in order to earn a coloured, 

engraved wristband

 Progress logged in a Mental Magician Journal

 Achievement celebrated in assembly





 Children will be assessed weekly to track progress towards 

bands (apart from Reception)

 Unlimited time on number bonds to 10 and 20

 1 minute to complete rest of tests 

 Must achieve 10/10 to achieve band

 Adults to challenge children around the school once an 

objective has been achieved



 When a child achieves the final, gold wristband they 
receive a prize and special recognition in our 
newsletter.

 Children become Mental Magician Masters and will 
be displayed and celebrated on the maths board. 
These masters will help others in the school learn 
their number facts.
























