
The BIG TOP 40…

The 40 Must-Read books 
before you leave school, 
plus some favourite 
authors and series to 
really fall in love with. 
Enjoy!



Early Reading
Series and Authors…

Julia 
Donaldson

Angelina 
Ballerina

Elmer

Once There Was A 
Boy … (Oliver 
Jeffers)

Mr Men & Little 
Miss Traditional Tales

Where’s Wally?

The Little 
Princess

My Naughty 
Little Puppy

Winnie the Pooh

Beatrix 
Potter



Early Reading
Our ‘Big Top 40’ Countdown…

‘Peepo’ by Janet & Alan Ahlberg

‘Banana’ by Ed Vere

‘The Story of Frog Belly Rat 
Bone’ by Timothy Basil Erin

‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ by Eric 
Carle

‘You Choose’ by Nick Sharratt

‘The Runaway Dinner’ by Alan 
Ahlberg

‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 
by Michael Rosen

‘Revolting Rhymes’ by Roald 
Dahl

‘The Adventures of the Dish & 
The Spoon’ by Mini Grey

‘Sophie’s Snail’ by Dick King-
Smith

‘I Want My Hat Back’ by Jon 
Klassen

‘Can’t You Sleep Little Bear?’ by 
Martin Waddell



Middle Years
Series and Authors…

Roald Dahl

Harry Potter

The Wind in the 
Willows

Horrid 
Henry

The 
Famous 
Five

Secret 
Seven

Marvel 
Collection



Middle Years
Our ‘Big Top 40’ Countdown…

‘Way Home’ by Libby Hathorne

‘War Horse’ by Michael 
Morpurgo

‘There Are Wolves in the Walls’ 
by Neil Gaimon

‘The Canterville Ghost’ by Oscar 
Wilde

‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael 
Morpurgo

‘Double Act’ by Jacqueline 
Wilson

‘The Secret Garden’ by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett

‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by 
Cressida Cowell

‘The Faraway Tree’ by Enid 
Blyton

‘Charlotte’s Web’ by E. B. White

‘Underpants Thunderpants’ by 
Peter Bentley

‘The Sea Monster’ by Chris 
Wommell

‘The Heart in the Bottle’ by 
Oliver Jeffers

‘Snow White and the Seven 
Aliens’ by Laurence Anholt



Pre-Teen Years
Series and Authors…

David 
Walliams

The 
Northern 
Lights

Calvin & 
Hobbes

The 
Hobbit/Lord 
of the Rings

Diary of a 
Wimpy 
Kid



Pre-Teen Years
Our ‘Big Top 40’ Countdown…

‘Arabian Nights’ (Traditional)

‘Tom Gates is Absolutely 
Fantastic’ by Liz Pichon

‘The Graveyard Book’ by Neil 
Gaimon

‘Macbeth’ by William 
Shakespeare

‘Skullduggery Pleasant’ by 
Derek Landy

‘The Railway Children’ by Edith 
Nesbitt

‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes

‘The Deadly Dare Mysteries’ by 
Malorie Blackman

‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar

‘Anne of Green Gables’ by L. M. 
Montgomery

‘Skellig’ by David Almond

‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan

‘Mondays Are Murder’ by Tanya 
Landman

‘You’re A Bad Man Mr Gum’ by 
Andy Stanton


